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Virginia Historical Magazine. 
Volume 15, page 160 
The names of John Goodrich, Sr., and his sons John, Jr., William 


and Bartlett appear very frequently in our records at the beginning of 


of the Revolution. John Goodrich, the father, appears to have been an 
active and enterprising man. He had plantations in Isle of Wight and 
Nansemond, was a merchant trading as John Goodrich and Company, an owner 
of vessels and sometimes a mariner.In July 1775, the Colonial Commitee of 
Safety furnished him with a sum of money in bills of exchange, to be used 
in obtaining powder from the West Indies. This he seems to have done sate 
isfactorily but it was not long before he was in trouble with both the 
colonial authorities and Lord Dunmore. On January 5, 1776, Mr. Parker 
laid before the Convention the proceedings of the Committee of Isle of 
Wight County in regard to John Goodrich and they were referred to a com- 


mittee which had already been appointed to inquire into- “John Goodrich's 


conduct concerning the importation of gunpowder and other supplied for the 


use of the Colony."™,. 
On January 10 John Goodrich petitioned the convention praying among 
other things, that the Committee of Safety might be directed to pay the 


balance due him. 


On January 13 the committee which was to inquire into the charges of 


the Isle of Wight Committee against John Goodrich Sr., reported it was 
found that John Goodrich and two of his sons had arate upon them the 
resentment of Lord Dunmore for the impor tation of powder and he had 
caused them to be siezed and confined, but released the said John Good- 
rich and his son John upon their engagement not £0 proceed further in 
the business and on their paroles, the former of whom was to appear 


every tenth day on Dunmore's shit. The committee also found that John 


Goodrich, Sr., had since been living on his plantation in Nansemond, 
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and had been on board his lordship's ship four times according to his 
aggreement, and had carried by water some provisions from his Isle of 
Wight plantation to Nansemond for the use of his family. The committee 
presented a resolution, which was adopted, that John Goodrich had been 
active in favor of the Colony and had suffered considerably on that 
account and that nothing in his conduct appeazed to be inimical to the 
common cause. 

The committee on the importation of powder, etc., reported that 
certain linens, etc., imported into Virginia in the schooner Fanny 
"were on the joint account of John Goodrich, John Goodrich Jr. and 
Bartlett Goodrich; that in October, 1775 at Antigua, Bartlett had 


purchased from a Liverpool ship these British goods, knowing them to be 





such, that he carried them to St. Eustatia and altered the marks and 
labels to produce the impression that the goods were Dutch, and had 
sent them to the Potomac River, Va., addressed to Hohn Goodrich & Co., 
where John Goodrich Jr. Took them and offered them for sale knowing 
them to be of British manufacture; that the said John Goodrich Jr., in 
order to justify this importation, stated that his brother, Bartlett, 
being anxious to supply his brother William with powder for the Colony, 
and finding about 1500 lbs. on the Liverpool ship tried to purchese it, 
but the master would not sell unless he would take the aforesaid British 
goods, which he did; that the master of the Fanny stated that he had 
received this statement from Bartlett Goodrich at Antigua and had de- 
livered the powder to William Goodrich. 

The committee also reported that in July 1775, John Goodrich Sr., 
was employed to purchase powder for the Colony; that he was entrusted 
with 5000 ibs. Sterling, in bills of Exchange, and sent his son William 
Goodrich to the West Indies for the same and imported in October, 1775 
four thousands pounds of gunpowder, which was safely brought into North 


Carolina, and Lord Dunmore discovering this, caused oe Goodrich to 
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be arrested and detained here in custody until December, when, being 
greatly intimidated, he was prevailed on by Lord Dunmore to make a 
discovery of the whole business and give the name of the agent in the 
West Indies, whereupon Dunmore sent an armed vessell to the West Indies, 
with William Goodrich as a witness, to demand the value of the powder and 
the money remaining from the agent; that William Goodrich had lately re- 
turned to Norfolk and been released but, on attempting to go to Williams- 
burg, had been again arrested by Dunmore and was still held a prisoner. 
The House resolved that John Goodrich Jr., and Bartlett Goodrich had 
violated the Continental Association in regard to the importation of 
English good; that the goods should be confiscated and that all persons 
should be warned from having any further dealings with the said two 
Goodrich brothers. 

On January 16, 1776, the committee to whom the petition of John 
Goodrich & Co. hed been referred reported that the sloop Dorothy arrived 
in Virginia from Autigua and was taken by Captain Barron and carried into 
Hampton; that it appeared to the committee that the contract made with the 
Commissary of Stores had been complied with and that there was due the 
petitioners 1097 }bs. current money, but that this should not be paid un- 
til the money furnished John Goodrich for the purchase of powder wag fully 
accounted for. 

On the same day a petition from John Goodrich was read reciting that 
Robert Sheddon, merchant, of Portsmouth and his wife, the petitioner's 
daughter and their two young children were on board a sloop in Norfolk 
harbor, and although Sheddon had appeared inimical by importing goods 
contrary to the Association, yet he had aided in importing the powder 
and asking that they might be allowed to come ashore and live under the 
protection of the Colony. John Goodrich and his son John also presented a 
petition representing the hardship and expense they had undergone for the 


Colony and aking proper consideration. 
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On May 6, 1776, the Convention directed the Committee of Safety to re- 
port on the case of John Goodrich, Jr., who had been arrested as a sus- 
pecfed person, ordered that he be confined to his room in Williamsburg, 
and that William Harwood, surety for his appearence, should be discharged 
from his recognizance on delivering Goodrich to the commanding officer. 

On May 20 the Convention ordered that John Goodrich Jr., should be dise 
charged from custody but should give bond in the sum of 1000 ibs., or 
should confine himself to the plantation of William Harwood in Warwick Co. 
and its neighborhood until June 3rd., when he should appear in Williama- 
burg before the Committee of Safety. 

On May 29th the Convention ordered thet Mrs. Goodrich and hey small 
children should be permitted to visit her husband, John Goodrich, confined 
in the public jail, but that she should not afterwards be permitted to 
leave Williamsburg. John Goodrich Sy., appears in the spring of 1776 to 
have openly taken the side of Lord Dunmore. It seems from a petition pre- 
sented to the Convention June4 that in April,Goodrich, in command of an | 
armed sloop named the Lilly, had captured in Ocracoke Inlet a sloop belong= 
ing to certain North Carolina merchants. 

On June ll a committee reported to the Convention that John Goodrich 
hed confessed that he had gone on board the Otter sloop of war to pilot 
her to Baltimore to destroy certain vessels building there. 

It was also reported tnat Goodrich in the Lilly, acting as a tender 
to Lord Dummore'ts fléet, had captured a schooner in the Bay, and that he 


had three boats in Dunmore'ts service. 
It appears from the same report that Boodrich's vessela had been 


boarded by several boats commanded by Captain Harney, James Adderson and 
others and he captured, that he had stated to them that he was a prisoner 
and that he had been so harrassed on both sides that he did not value his 
life. 

After hearing this report the Convention adopted resolutions declaring 


thet John Goodrich was guilty of bearing arma against the Colony, and of 
2 


Se 


aiding and assisting the enemy, and that he should receive the penalties 
to be inflicted by the ordinance of the Convention for establishing a mode 
of punishing the enemies of America, that the Committee of Safety should 
take action in regard to his estate, allowing a reasonable provision for 
his wife and young children, and that as soon as Goodrichts health would 
permit he should be taken to Charlottesville, where he whould be kept a 
prisoner until further order. 

This removel to the upper country had apparently beenfeared by Mrs. 
Goodrich, for on June 5 a petition from Margaret Goodrich had been pre- 
sented to the Convention, asking that her husband might not be sent to 
the interior, but be confined at some plantation near his friends. 

The final order made by the Convention of 1776 in regard to the 
Goodrich family was on June 21, when it was resolved that as no witnesses 
had appeared against John Goodrich Jr., that he should be discharged from 
the accusation of conduct inimical to the rights of America, but that as 
he was under a general suspicion he ought, before he was discharged, to 
give bond in 1000 lbs. and be tendered the oath to be taken by suspected 
personse 

The various members of the family under arrest or suspicion for 
theirloyal opinions appear to have gone, before many years, to England. 


John and Margaret Goodrich settled at Topsham, Devonshire, where they died_ 


Deposition in Regard to John Goodrich. 


Ja's Eastwood sworn saith- 

That he was Master of a Vessel belonging to John 
Goodrich, who was on Board and intended to St. Eustatia 
from a place called South Key where thay had taken in Naval 
stores, that in the Month of Nove last they were met at 
Ocracock Barr a Pilot Boat with three Officere in the 
British Serviffe, which much alarmed the Witness, but he 
was told by the said Goodrich not to be uneasy, for that 
he did not come there with his fingers in his mouth: That 
the Officers boarded the Vessel,(one of them with the said 
Goodrich went down into the Cabin, but the Witness does not 
know what passes there,) that three or four days after the 
seid Goodrich was sent round in his own Vessel to Norfolk 
that the Witness requested to be sent with the s'd Goodrich 
Which the Officer refused for want as he-said of Irons, 
about three Weeks after the Witness was carried round 
there in a Tender, a dispute arising was called on to 
give Testimony also. 

who proposed hauling up Anchor and carrying the 
Vessels from them and told Goodrich on his producing 
as he said a pass from L*'d Duhmore, that he was an old 
Rascal and that the pass was forged for L’d Bummore 
would not grant such a one, and they were immediately put 
down into the Hole with Guards set over them and Orders 
given that they should not have anything to eat or drink 
and threatened with Irons as soon as he arrived he found 
Cap'n Goodrich released on his Parole and was called 
upon to give Testimony concerning an Information lodged 
by the s'd Goodrich against Cap'n. Jones for the manner in 
which he was treated when first taken, that immediately 
afterwarda the said Goodrich was released on his Parole 
and the Witness discharged and set on Shores 

The Witness being interrogated saith that the 

Vessell was made a Prize of and stript of all her sail 
and rigging, That while the Vessell lay at Beracock Barr, 
the Witness was going a Shore to procure a Pilot to carry 
her out, but met one and & Midshipman coming to them. As 
soon as they gat a Board the Pilot asked the std Goodrich 
where he would have the Vessell carried, who answered into 
Teachy's Hole. 


that. the said Goodrich being then very wet applied 
to the Officer to let him have a change of Cloaths and also 
his Bead with him in the Hole, which was refused-— 

That the Vessel waa taken and made use of by 
Cap'n Montague as a Tender. That they kept a strict look out 
for Tenders and that those which took the Vessell, were so 
disguised} that. they came very near their Vessell before the 
discovered them to be an Enemy. 
James Eastwood. 
(Endorsed) 

Eastwood's Deposition. 


Virginia Historical Magazine. Vol. 18, page 400 


Confesssion of John Goodrich, 1776. 


John Goodrich confessed that he was sent by Lord Dunmore as 
a pllot-to Capt. Wright to bring hii into Ocrecock to get 
provisions= provisions being very scarce aboard- that he wa 
with Ruth and Stevens as Pilots on Board the Otter man of W 
War to carry her to Baltimore - that he signed the Test and 
association - that he hag rum, sugar and Dry Goods on board 
and with Lord Dunmore's Fleet. Lord Dunmore discharged him 
from an act which his Counsel deemed Worthy of death and th 
that he did not chuse to disoblige Lord Dunmore- that he ha 
hath three Boats in the Service of Lord Dunmore- that he ha 
hath one negore on board when taken that that the orders giv 
given by Lord Dunmore was to seize all vessels loaded with { 
provisions adn carry them to his Fleet+ that there was en bo 
board Capt. Scott 152 Blls. of Gun Powder and 65 Stand of ar 
arms, that there was some Powder on board the Philq Vessel 
gent by the congress which vessels were taken by Capt. Wrig 
Wright that there is at present 132 Wail of vessel in Lord 
Dunmore*s Fleet- that General Clinton is at Cape Fear- that 
15000 Russians were expected in, that Lord Dunmore hath abo ioe 
about 3 or 400 Negroes- that it was reported Gento Clinton 
Clinton has about 700 Troops- Capt. Adderly was taken bt Cab 
Wright- had on board pork, corn, Beeswax and staves that Lo 
Lord Dunmore never ordered him to take up arms that he thin 
thinks hiiself bound to obey Lord Dunmore's orders as his ‘) 
property is at stake- that he has an order from the Committ 
of Safety of Virginia permitting him to remove with hia Fam. : : 
Family to Bermuda that he hath heard Lord Dunmore add the C | 
Commedore asy that. as soon as Independence was declared the 
they would burn all the Towns on the Sea Coast. Py 

That Capt. Wright hath orders to tend at the Bar to sé 
seize Veasels- that he believes he is there at this time Th 
That there is scarce a day but what Lord Dunmore is supplie — > 
with Provisions from the, Country- That letters are frewuent . > 
ly sent on board his Lordship- That 4 men from Black River we 2 
came on board and bfought a fine parcel of Lambs- That Lér d* 
Dunmore hever proposed anything that was base to him to BS 
undertake. Has 2 Schooners and 2 Sloops ( that haa his Good 
on Board) In Lord Dunmore's Fleet - that he hath about 20 ne ,«s°” 
groes at his plantatinun in the Isle of White, and about a do ; 
dozen in his vessels. That GenIi Clinton sailed from Hampto 
Road and intended to land his Gorces at Cape Fear and march 
thro’ No. Carolina and reduce them to obedience and Mardh 
down to Suffolk and hoin Loes Dunmore at Suffolk in one mon 
months time- That he has two Brigs in the West Indies which 
he expecta in with rum. A copy from the Originial taken in 
No. Carolina and read before the Commtee of privileges in 
presence of Goodrich who did not deny any part thereof. ® 

Ed'm. Pendleton, 
Clerk to Com. on privileges. 
(Endorsement ) 





John Goodrichts 
Confession. 


Petition of John Goodrich Sr. 1776 i J 


To the Honourabdl Committee of Enquery. : 
The petition of John GGodrich Sen'r humbly sheweth your petioner hath been 

confined and loaded with heavy $rons sixteen days end hopes any evidencebpgainst 

is by this come to town, Your petitioner is anxious to be heard as he may clear 

himself of the many false aspersions laid to his charge by envious “Information 

and Representations he is _onscious that he has acted a part (when fully looked 

into) as little offensive to his country as any man in his situatbon could and 

believe me Gentlemen I am happy (The confinement and Damn'd Irons excepted) that 

I have opportunity of convincing my country men that the many things I am accused 

of are notoriously false. 

Gentlemen ay the beginning of these troubles I had something to lose that property 
ia now nearly completed. I took a warm and early part which involved me in Lord 
Dunmoretgs Hands, I am by this means now in your hands or in other word discharged 
from the Obligations, 8 was bound him in, I earnestly Intreat your speedy admitting 
me to a Hearing as I may be fixed in my situation and your Petitioner as in Duty 
Bound shall Pray &c. 


Depositions In Regard To John Goodrich. 


Jemes Buchanan being sworn on the holy Evangels of Almighty God deposeth that 
about Sunday Week past being on Board his Vessel the Schboner Polly then on the 
ground on the swatch, they saw a Boat which he thought was a pilot Boat, but was 
afterwards informed by one of the Pilots that it was Capt. Goodrich's Boat, and 
that they were Prisioners for she was a Kings Tender, that when & Capt.John Goodrich 
came up he ordered this deponent to deliver up his Papers which he did to the said 
Goodrich who told this deponent his Schooner was a Lawful prize and that his Master 
Capt Wright was below & would be in that night who would be be on Board the said Se 
Schooner, or on board whom the said Buchanan mist go=— that on the same night the 
Schooner was Boarded by an Armed Boat belonging to the said Capt. Wright who put a 
prize Master and some hands on Board said Schooner and plundered her of all her 
live stock and took a gun from this deponent=- That Sloop supposed to belong to 
one Lot strange run up the sound that night which Sloop the said Goodrich saw, and 
the men on Board said Goodrich were desirous of taking which Goodrich opposed on 
account of her being an empty Vessel and harzassed by the Committees ( as the pilots 
told him the said Sloop wag not allowed to load on account of violating the associatir n, 
that Capt Wright next day blamed him for not making a prize of her supposing her to 
have cash on Board- That when the said Schooner Polly was on the @round on the © 
Swatch, Goodrich desired Capt. Wright to discharge Mr. Buchanan & his Schooner as she 
was old and could nof be got off without much delay and her Cargo was of little value 
to them, which Wright postively refused and swore she should proceed around to Norfolk 
and this deponent further says that Capt John Goodrich haled a certain Capt Adderlys 
Vessel and ordered said Adderlys to bring his papers on Board whieh he did and delivered. 
them to the said John Goodrich, who told him he should deliver them to Capt. Wright 
who would determine the matter in the morning and that the said Capt Wright carried 
the said Adderly over the Bar with him the Tuesday following. James Buchanan, Sworn 
to in the presence of the Said John Goodrich who acknowledged the same to be the trttih 
the 26th day of April 1776. n 
Before James Hogun a justice of the peace for the County of Halifax in North 
Carolia. 





James Anderson being sworn on the Holy Evangels of Almighty God deposeth and saith 
that he with Captain Harney and three other Boats boarded Capt Goodrich who wag in the 
Lilly Tender that as the said Harney was Boarding the said Goodrich he the said 
Harney flashed his Gun at said Goodrich. And that he heard Harney tell Goodrich he 
should not have flashed his Gun at him if he had not ordered his Crew to fire on the 
Boats that said Goodrich did not deny his having given such orders and that after he 
had been on Board a small time he heard Goodrich say that he was a prisoner and that 
he had been so harrassed on Poth sides he did value his life. Jas. Anderson. 
Sworn in the presence of said Goodrich at Halifax in North Carolina 26th April 1776, 


Bail Bond of John Goodrich, 
Know all men by these presence that we John Goodrich Junior of Norfolk County and 
William Harwood of Warwick county are held and firmly bound unto the honourable 
Edmund Pendleton, President of the Committee of Safety in the full and just sum of 
two thousand pounds current money to be paid to the said Edmund Pendleton and his 
for the use of the Colony of Virginia to the which payment well and truly to be made 
we bind ourselves ond each of our heirs Executors and admrs. jointly and severally 
firmly by these p! sents sealed with our seals & dated this 30th day of Apl. 1776. 
The condition of the above obligation is such that if the above bonder John Goodrich 
Jdun'r do make his personal appearance before the honourable the Convention of the 
Colony of Virginia to be holden at Williamsburg the first Monday in May next and shall 
well and truly obey, abide by, and fulfil any ordinance, or ordinanees, of the said 
convention, and that he shall not hold any correspondence with Lord Dunmore, or any 
other person inimical to America , that he will go home with the abéte bound William 
Harwood, and not absent himself three miles from the gaid Harwoodts house without 
Lycence of the Committee of Safety or command of the Convention aforesaid. 
Thenthe above obligations to be void else to stand remain & be in force. 
John Goodrich Jun'r. 


Letter to John Goodrich Sr. 1775. ( This letter was evidently written by the 
Va. revolutionary authorities to him at the very beginning of the struggle, when he had 
undertaken to import powder.) 
Sir, Herewith you will receive five thousands pounds Sterling in Bills of Exchange 
to lay out in Powder which I make no doubt of your best endeavors to do, as yourere well 
acquainted with our great want of it. -I Wou'd recommend to you to communicate this 
Scheme to your Brother for fear of of any accidents happenigg to you to prevent your 
transacting the businesa we must rely altogether for your endeavongs for the best as it 
is impossible for me to say what is the best method to take in the Islands therefore 
leave it to yon to transact this matter as you think best for the good of the voyage. 
You'l have some letters to the flerchants in Whtigua particularly to Mr. Jno. Paylor & 
Mr. Harvey to whom you'l please to refer any one that shou'd doubt the credit of the 
bills Mr Phripp has also wrote Mr. Wan Dam & Mr. Jennings of Statia that I hope you'l 
meet with no difficulty in passing the Bills should it Please God that you readily meet 
with the Gun Powder you'l please to write to your father what time we may expect you on 
the coast thar we may keep a lookout to warn you of any denger but I would advige you 
to slip into Carolina if you meet with a favorable opportunity & inform us over Land 
where to meet you you that we may provide assistance. Let me beg of you to be expeditions 
as possible for I know not how goon it may be wanted. I am wishing you a good voyage. 
Y'tr Etble Servt. 
a tg the two lettera to Norton & Sons you'l give to the purchasers of the bills 
being letters of advice. 





Isle of Wight Eounty Committee of Safety in Regardsto John Goodrich. 


At a committee held for Isle of Wight County the fourth day of Jamuary 1776. 

It appearing to the Committee that Capt John Goodrich late of Portsmouth hath 
frecuently passed in a stall schooner up and down Nansemond and James River= unmolested 
by the Men of War or any of their Tenders, and the said Capt John Goodrich being brought 
pefore this Gommittee acknowledged that he attends Lord Dunmore once in every ten days, 
& declaring that he now intends to transport in his vessel a Load of Corn from his 
plantation in this @ounty to Nansemond and alsocacknowledgétng that he has liberty from 
Lord Dunmore to Bass and repass at his’will and pleasure toohis different plantations 
without being interrupted by the Men of War or Tenders. This Committee considering that 

indulgence a priviledge denied to every other Inhabitant of Virginia and concelving 

it to be their duty to prevent any kind of provision from being transported by water 
without a special +------ from the Honourable convention or committee of safety, have 
thought it proper to order the said Capt. John Goodrich with his vessel to be conducted 
to Burwell's ferry Landing and delivered to the commanding officer at that place in 
order that the Honourable convention may proceed against him as to them shall seem 
eynitable. Capt. Goodrich having satisfied the committee that he will! immediately 
proceed with his Vessel to Burwells ferry, the Committee have thought proper to order 
the above proceedings to be laid before the Honourable convention by Mr John Mallory. 

Copy Teste: Francis Young a Com 'r 


~~ ww 
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Confession of John Goodrich, 1776. 
Virginia Historical Magazine, Vol. 17, page 171. 


John Goodrich confessed that he was gent by Lord Dun- 
more as a pilot to Capt. Wright to bring him into Ocrecock 
to get provisions- provisions being very scarce aboard- that 
he was with Ruth and Stevens as Pilots on Board the Otter 
man of War to carry her to Baltimore~ that he signed the 
Test and association- that he has rum, sugar and Dry Goods 
on board and with Lord Dunmore's Fleet. Lord Dunmore Dis~ 
charged him from an act which his Counsel deemed worthy of 
death and that he did not chuse: to disoblige Lord Dunmore- 
that he hath three Boata in the Service of Lord Dunmore- 
that he hath one negsoe on board when taken that the orders 
given by Lord Dunmore-was to seize all vessels loaded with 
provisions and carry them to his fleet— that there was on 
board Capt. Scott 152 Blls. of Gun Powder and 65 Stand of 
Arms, that there was some Powder on board the Phila Vessel 
sent by the congress which vessels were taken by Capt. 
Wright that there is at present 132 Sail of vessel in 
Lord Dunmore's Fleet- that General Clinton is at Cape Fear 
that 15000 Russions were expected in, that Lord Dunmore 
hath about 3 or 400 Negroes- that it was reported Gen*1 
Clinton has about 700 Troops- Capt. Adderly was taken by 
Capt. Wright-— had on board pork, corn, Beeswax and staves 
that Lord Dunmore never ordered him to take up arms that 
he thinks himself bound to obey Lord Dunmore’s orders as 
his property is at stake- that he has an order from the 
Committee of Safety of Virginia permitting him to remove 
with his Pamily to Bermuda that he hath heard Lord Dun— 
more and the Commodore say that as goon as Independence 
Was declared they would burn all the Towns on the Sea Coast. 

That Capt. Wright. hath orders to tend at the Bar 
to seize Vessels- that he believes he is there at this time 
That there is scarce a day but what Lord Dunmore ig supplied 
with Provisions from the Country~ That letters are frequent- 
ly sent on board his Lordship- That 4 men from Black River 
came on board and brought a fine parcel of Lambs-— That Lord 
Dunmore never proposed anything that was base to him to 
undertake. Has 2 Sehooners and 2 Sloops ( that has his 
Goods on Boardf{ In Lord Dunmore's FPleet- That he hath about 
20 negroes at his plantation in the Isle of White, and about 
a dozen in his Vessels. That Gentl Clinton sailed from 
Hampton Road and intended to land his Forces at Cape Fear 
and March thro’ No. Carolina and reduce them to obedience 
and March down to Suffolk and join Lord Dunmore at Suffolk 
in one mofmth's time- That he has two Brigs in the West 
Indies which he expects in with rem. A copy from the Origin- 
al taken in No. Carolina and read before the Commtee of 
priveleges in presence of Goodrich who did not deny any 
part thereof. 

Ed'm. Pendleton, 
Clk. to Com. on privileges. 
(Endorsement J] 

John Goodrich'ts 
Confession. 


